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HOLY DISCIPLE: 


Or, the HISTORY of 
JOSEPH of ARIMATHEA. 


Wherein is contained a true Account of his Birth ; 
his Parents; his Country; his Education; his Pi- 
ety; aud his begging of Pontius Pilate the Body 
of cur bleſſed Saviour, after his Crucifixion, which 
de buried in a new Sepulchre of his own. Alto, 
the occaſion of his coming to England, where he 
fir ſt preached the Goſpel at Giaſtenbury,in Somet- 
& ſerſhire, where is ſtill growing that noted White 
Thorn, which buds every Chriſtmas-day in the 
Morning. bloſſoms at Noon, and fades at Night, on 
be Place where he pitched his Staff in the Ground. 
Wich a full Relation of his Death and Burial, 


y which is added, 


WDITATIONS on the Bir R, LITE, DEATH, and RE- 
SURRECT LON of our Lord & Saviour Jesus CRRIST 
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1 1 
HOLY DISCUPLE: 
Or, the HISTORY of 


j0SEPH of ARIMATHEA. 


HE Perſon we are going 
to ſpeak of, is named Jo- 
ſeph, who was a juſt, ho- 
ly, pious, and devout man, 

born at Arimathea, otherwiſe called 

Ramath, and afterwards Ramula. 
it was a city formerly allotted for 
the Levites, and ſituated near So- 
plum, on Mount Ephraim, near the 
confines of the tribes of Benjamin 
and Dan And farther, it is noted, 
tor being the birth-place of Samucl 

propher, who there lived and 
A 2 diet. 
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died. and was buried; but after 3 
ng time, his bones were tranſlated 
out of Judea, and found an inter- 
ment in that part of Greece, which 
15 Ho, called Thrace. 

Here Joſeph was born, and from 
the place of his birth, was called 
Joſeph of Arimathea. He was the 
ſon of one Matthias, who was con- 
ſiderable for ins extraction, but more 
for his juſtice and authority in je- 
ruſalem, which (before its deſtruc- 
tion by Titus Veſpaſian) was the 
metropolis of that country. He 
was brought up, during his tender 
years, with one Jonathan, who was 
his brother, by the ſame father and 
mother, with whom he happily pro- 
fited in all kinds of ſciences, ha- 
ing a good memory and quick ap- 
prehenſion ; ſo that being yet a child 
of fifteen years of age, he was prat 
ſed by all men, in regard of the 
good affection he had to learning; 
and the prieſt and nobleſt citizens 


vouchſafed to aſk his opinion f 


things that concerned their laws 
and ordinancey, 


He 
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He. was born about eight years 
before the nativity of our bleſſed 
Lokp and Saviouk JEsUs CHRIST 5 
and at about the age of ſeventeen 
years, his defire being to ſearch, and 
get an inſight into the Jewiſh na- 
tion which was there, he began firſt 
with the Phariſees, which 1s the 
chief; Secondly, with the Sadducees; 


| and, Thirdly, with the Eſſeans; to 


the end he might chuſe the beſt of 
the three. hen he underſtood 
them all, he declined the two latter, 
and adhered to the former, addict- 
ing himſelf to ſuch great auſterities 
and labours, that hearing of one 
Malachi, a holy man, who lived in 
a defart, cloathed himſelf with no- 
thing but what the trees brought 
forth, fed on no other kind of meat 
but what they freely yielded, and 


-| waſhed himſelf oftentimes by day 


ad night in cold water to keep 
bimfelf chaſte, he went and lived 
mth him, and imitated his courſe 
o life for the ſpace of four years, 
a which time he returned to Jeru- 

lem again, at the age of about one 
ad twenty years. But 


Ul 
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But now, although Joſeph of & | 


rimathea had entirely devoted him. 
ſelf io the ſect of the Phariſees, yet 
was he not addicted to the vices 
which too frequently appear in their 
manners, eſpecially in I:ypocriſy; 
for he was really juſt in his deal- 
ings, pious without oſtentation, and 
very charitable in private; inſc- 
much, that he gained the praiſe of 
the rich, and bencdiction of the 
poor, wherever he went and giori- 
ed more to be a good man, thana 
great ſenator ; to which dignity his 
incomparable merit has juſtly pre- 
ferred him. 

However, when ]JEsUs CHRIST 
began to take upon him the great 
work of the miniftry of the goſpel, 
and by his holy life, pure doctrine, 
and ſupernatural miracles, had pro- 
_ cured many Jews to embrace what 
he taught them. Among the rel 
Of his followers, this Joſeph of Arr 

mathea became a great admirer of 
our Saviour's preaching; inſomuch, 
that declining the Levitical laws, 26 
then taught in ihe Jewiſh 
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JOSEPH of ARIMATHEA. 7 


he became a fincere convert, and 
followed Chriſt in all the Journies 
which he took throughout the land 
of Judea and Galilee, for the pro- 
mulgation of his holy goſpel. 

But when JEsus was betrayed by 
Judas, who fold the precious blood 
of his Lord and Maſter, for the va- 
lue of thirty pence, and after the 
condemnation was paſled upon him 
by Pontius Pilate, the Roman preſi- 
dent of Syria, and he was crucifi- 
ed on the croſs for the fins of the 
world; as ſoon as he was dead, this 
Joleph of Arimathea, who was a 
ich man, Went, (as the Evange- 
lift St Matthew tells us, Chap. XXvii. 
Ver. 58, 59, 60.) © to Pilate and beg- 
ged the body of Jeſus: Then Pilate 


*commanded the body to be deli- 


'vered. And when Joſeph had ta- 
ken the body, he wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, and laid it in 
his own new tomb, which he had 
* hewn out of the rock; and he rol- 
led a great ſtone to the door of the 
ſepulchre, and departed.” 
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Now as for the manner of this 
ſepulchre wherein our Saviour was 
laid, take the deſcription thereof as 
given us by Adrichomius, in his re- 
lations of the Holy Land, which is 
as follows: © The glorious ſepul- 
* chre of our Loxp, (ſaid he) was a 
monument, eight feet in length, 
which was ſituated one hundred 
and eight foot from Mount Calva- 
ry, and diſtant one thouſand paces 
irom Mount Sion.” 

Here it was that Joſeph of Ari- 
mathea, a noble ſenator, cut out of 
a rock that was in his garden, a 
place of interment, in which he, to- 
gether with Nicodemus, the bleſſed 
Mary and other women, took. from 
the croſs, and buried, by the con- 
ſent of Pilate, the body of Jxsvs, 
which they had wrapped up in fine 
linen, perfumed with myrrh and a- 
loes. His head was placed towards 
the Weſt, from whence it has been 
a cuſtom ever fince amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, to bury their dead in all 
church-yards, with their faces. look- 
ing towards the Eafl; and thoſe that 

attended 
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JOSEPH of ARIMATHEA. 9 


attended his ſacred funeral, having 
rolled a great ſtone to the dovr of 
the monument, they then reiurned 
to their ſeveral habitations. In the 
mean time, the Chief Prieſts the 
Scribes and Phariſees, endeavour- 
ing to hinder the reſurrection of | E- 
zus CHRIST, they immediately ſet 
2 ſtrong guard of ſoldiers to watch 
the ſepulchre, the mouth whereof 
they had cloſely ſhut, and fer their 
ſeal on the door, whereby they 


might not be deceived through a- 


ny fraud, either of his diſciples, or 
their own keepers. 

But this diligence of the Jews, 
who would have obſtructed the 
wonder of his rifing, did rather in- 
creaſe the miracle, and confirm the 
truth of our Saviour's reſurrection ; 
for on the third day after his cruci- 
fixion, receiving life again, he came 
out of che tomb, and appeared to 
Mary Magdalene, firſt in the likeneſs 
of a gardener, according to theſe 
words of the Evangeliſt St. John, 
Chap. xx. Ver. 15. Jeſus faith unto 


ber, Woman, why weepeſt thou? 


* Whom 
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* Whom ſeekeſt thou? She ſuppoſ- 
* ing him to be the gardener, faith 
* unto him, Sir, If thou haſt born 
him hence, tell me where thou 
haſt laid him, and I will take him 

away. 
After the death of our Saviouk, 
1 of Arimathea led a ſolitatry 
ife for about fix months, in com- 
memoration of our Saviour's cruci- 
fixion, for his ſalvation, as well as 
the whole race of mankind ; but 
this time of penitence being com- 
pleated, he came again among the 
Apoſtles, and by St Peter he was a- 
dopted one of the ſeventy-two diſci- 
ples. So to make good that great 
charge which he had taken upon 
him, underſtanding that Felix, who 
then governed Jeruſalem, certain no- 
ble Chriſtians, men of much ho- 
Nour and more virtue, were for pro- 
feſſing the Chriſtian faith, ſent to 
Rome, by his commandment, to 
anſwer what was objected againſt 
them, in Czfar's. preſeace, he being 
deſirous to do them ſervice, and ha- 
ving ſpecial intelligence that the tor- 
ments 
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| JOSEPH of ARIMATHEA. 1 


ments wherewith they were mar- 
tyr'd, leſſened not their piety, but 
| that they lived contented on figs and 
nuts, he for this cauſe departed im- 
mediately for Rome, and was en- 
countered with many and grievous 
hazards at ſea; for the ſhip where- 
in he ſailed, was wrecked in the A- 
 driatick Sea, and about fix hundred 
of them were forced to ſwim all 
night long, and at day-break, by 
God's providence, a Gyrenian ſhip 
came in fight, when he and certain 
others, to the number of fourſcore, 
who outſwimmed the reſt, were 
taken up in it, and ſaved from pe- 
riſhing. 

After he had in this ſort eſcaped, 
| | he weat to Diczarchia, which the 
- | Italians call at this day Puteoli, and 
| | grew acquainted with Baliturus, a 


Jew born, who was a comedian, and 
in good reputation with Tiberius, 
| | by whoſe means very ſoon infinuat- 
| | ing himſelf into the Empreſs Pop- 


do knowledge, he determined to 
deſeech her to procure the liberty, 
with all expedition, .of thoſe Chri- 
| | ſtians 
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ſtians that were in bondage there, 
which the accordingly did; and be- 
mg gratified likewiſe by her with 


many rich gifts, he returned ino 


his own native country. 

Being now returned home, and 
giving a full and good account to 
the twelve Apoſtles, of what {ervices 
he had done for the vindication of 


the Chriſtian liberty at Rome, which | 


he had obtained, he was appointed 
and ordained to go and preach the 
Goſpel in England; and according- 
ly, as the Miſſion had commanded 


him, he took ſhipping at Joppa, 2 | 


fea-port town in Jeruſalem, and fail 
ing with a great deal of difficulty, 
and in many dangerous ſtorms thro 
the Mediteranean ſea, he at length 
landed in Barrow-bay in Somerſet- 


ſhire, and then proceeded forwards | 


on his journey, eleven miles that 


day, which was at Glaſtenbury in 


the ſame county; where fixing his 


pilgrim's ſtaff in the ground, it was |. 


No ſooner ſet in the earth, but. juſt 


» like Aaron's rod, it bloſſomed flow- | 
ers, whence there being a conteſt | 
a between 
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JOSEPH of ARIMATHE A. 13 


between him and other learned Jews 
for the prieſthood, it was pretently 
turned into a bloſſoming Thorn; 
which ſupernatural miracle made 
the numerous ſpectators, who came 
to ſee this ſtranger, be extraordi- 
nary attentive to hear him preach 
the- goſpel ; which was concerning 
* Chriſt crucified for the redemption 


© of mankind. 


Here, at Glaſtenbury in Somerſet- 
ſhire, he arrived about three years 
after the death of our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, being then in the forty- 


fourth year of his age, doing then 
ſuch great and wonderful miracles, 
that he was the means of converting 
to the faith of JESUS CHRIST above 
one thouſand fouls. Beſides, as Eu- 
ſebius, Sozomenes, and Ruffinus, 


three moſt faithful eccleſiaſtic wri- 


ters relate, That he baptized at the 
city of Wells, which is within four 
miles of Glaſtenbury, eighteen thou- 


fand perſons in one day. So devour, 


| zealous, and holy was the life of 


h of Arimathea, that though 
ound the inhabitants of on __ 
an 


_ 


+. 


is The HISTORY of 


land very babarous and ſuperſtiti- 
ous, yet by wholeſome admonitions, 
and learnedly as well as ftrenuouſly 
exhorting them to change their er- 
romeous opinions, repreſenting be- 
fore their eyes, the heinouſneſs of 
their damnable folly and blindneſs, 
he piouſly perſuaded them not to 
hazard the ſalvation of their preci- 
ous ſouls, and their whole poſteri- 
ty, by embracing downright 1dola- 
try, in worſhipping the ſun, moon, 


and ſtars, as well as living crea- 


_ both on earth and in the 
ea. 

Thus Joſeph of Arimathea, by his 
godly life and good behaviour, ha- 
ving obtained the good will of one 
Ethelbertus, a king then reigning in 
the weſtern parts of England, and 
many of his nobles, whom he con- 
verted to the Chriſtian faith, he 
founded a moſt famous Abbey at 

Glaſtenbury, which was the firſt 
Chriſtian church in this part of the 
world; and by the large endowments 
ſettled upon it afterwards, by other 


Chriſtian princes, it became one of 
the 


JOSEPH of ARIMATHEA. 15 


the richeſt monaſteries in Chriſten- 
dom. | 

In this antient town of Glaſten- 
bury, the holy Joſeph of Arimathea 
continued till the day of his death, 
which was forty-two years, ſo that 
he was eighty-ſix years of age, when 
he died: And fo venerable was his 
perſon then held, that fix kings of 
thoſe weſtern parts honoured his 
corpſe, by carrying them on their 
I royal ſhoulders to the grave, which 
| was made in the Chancel of Gla- 
ſtenbury Abbey, and had a moſt 
ſtately tomb erected over him, with 
the following inſcription thereon : 


Here liet interred, the Body of that 
moſt holy Diſciple, ſo much noted and re- 
corded in Scripture, by the Name of Jo- 
SEPH of ARIMATHE4, and noted by 
the four Evangeliſts, St Matthew, St 
| Mark, St Luke, and St John, for his ge- 
nerous action in going to Pilate, and beg- 


Jung the body of our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
vour, JESUS CHRIST, when crucified, 
to redeem loſt mankind from eternal deſtruc- 
ton, and burying it in a tomb of his own 
. | making. 
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making. He died Anno Dom. 78, agel 
36 years. 


Alſo the church-yard of Glauften. 
bury. formerly called Avalonia, - is 
noed for being the burial- place of 
king Arthur; whoſe ſepulchre was 
ſearched for by king Henry the 
fecond, which was found under a 


ſtone, with an inſcription upon it, 


faſtened almoſt nine foot in the 
ground: And alſo, in veneration for 
Joſeph of Arimathea, a great lady 
living at Glaſtenbury, a little after 


the death of this holy man, obtain 


ed of her huſband, ſo much paſture 

ound in a common by the town 
ide, for the good and benefit of 
the inhabitants, as ſhe was able in 


a whole day to walk about bare 
footed. 


But what is more remarkable, is | 
the White Thorn, otherwiſe called | 
the Holy Thorn, which to this very 


time is noted throughout all Eu- 
rope, for budding yearly on Chriſt- 
mas-day in the morning, bloſſom- 
ing at noon, and fading at night: 


And 
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And the reaſon 1s as aboveſaid, for 
that it was the ſtaff of Joſeph of A- 
rimathea, which he uſed in travel- 
ling; and there where this White 
Thorn grows, fixed it in the earth, 
it grew to what it now 1s: And tho' 
the times of ſuperſtitious popery in 
theſe kingdoms be aboliſhed, yet 
thouſands of people, of different o- 
pinions, go once a year to fee it, as 
being a moſt miraculous curioſity; 
which alſo brings foreigners from 
| beyond ſea to behold it, at its uſual 

time of ſhewing a wonder that is 
really ſupernatural, as being a mat- 
ter contrary to the courſe of nature, 
and may make us cry out with the 
pſalmiſt, O LorD! my Gop, how mar- 
vellous are thy ways 
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MEDITATION: 
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BIRTH, LIFE, DEATH, 


A N D i 


KF SURRECTION 


OF OUR 


Bleſſed Lo RD and Saviouk, 
IR SUS CHRKISY 
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MxzDp1TAT1oNs on the Birth of Chriſt | 


OW great is the love of God 
to poor loſt and undone fir- 
ners, in finding out a lt 

ſom for them! Man was created per- 


fectly righteous and had a righteous | 
law given him to obſerve, and was 
furniſhed with ſufficient n 

obe 
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the commands, and live up to 
the righteouſneſs thereof, but giv- 
ing ear £0 the fly inſinuations of the 
devil, he wilfully broke this law, 
which was in his power to have 
kept, and thereby he became a rebel 
againſt God, and liable to eternal 


death. And what ſhall now help him 


out of this condition ? Why, herein 
the kindneſs and love of God ap- 
peared, that in his love and pity, he 
found out a ranſom for him. But 
who was he, and from whence came 
this ranſom? Why, in the fulneſs of 
time, God ſent his Son: This was 
that mighty One on whom God was 
pleaſed to lay help for us; it was no 


| Other than God's eternal and only 


begotten Son. But how can this Son 


of God become a ranſom for ſinful 


men ? Why, by the ſecret (but pow- 
erful) emanations of the holy Spirit, 
he was conceived in the womb of 
the bleſſed virgin Mary, and ſo was 
made of a woman. And O how in- 


effable is this myſtery, that the great 
| God ſhould thus aſſume the nature of 


man, and by incomprehenſible con- 
deſcen- 


20 Meditations on the Birth of Chrift, 


deſcenſion, take us into a cloſe and 
everlaſting union with his own Di- 
vinity! This 1s a myſtery to be ad. 
mired, adored, and received by our 
faith; but not to be meaſured by the 
line of human reaſon! And if we do 
bur conſider how great a gift this 
Son of God was to us, it cannot but 
be a mighty ſupport of our faith, 
and enable all belivers to draw the 
ſame inference from 1t that the holy 
Apoſtle does: He that ſpared net bu 
only Son, how ſhall he not with him freeh 
give us all thmgs? This bleſſed Son of 
God, this ſeed of the woman promi 
ſed to Adam in Paradiſe, of whom it 
was propheſied, that he ſhould bra 
the /erpent's head, was accordingly 
born into the world in the fulneſs of 
time defigned by the Father, which 
was near the four thouſandth year 


"thereof, and in the forty-ſecond of | 
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Auguſtus Cæſar, the Roman empe-- 


ror, the ſceptre being then departed 
from Judah, according to the pro- 


phecy of good old Jacob, Gen. xliz. | 


10. and he was born at Bethlehem, 


(which fignifies a houſe of bread 
| and 
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and well might it be called fo, ſince 
there the bread of life came down 
from heaven, even that bread winch 
gives life to the world, and which 
nouriſhes all thoſe that by a lively 
faith do feed thereon, unto eternal 


hte. 
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BR what was the errand this 
bleſſed Son of God came into the 
world upon? In heaven he thought 
it not amiſs to be equal with God, 
which would have been the higheſt 
blaſphemy for even archangels to 
have thought, but not in the leaft 


criminal in him, Who was the Man 


his Fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. who was not 
only the Son of man, as he took the 
deſh of the virgin Mary, but is alfo 


the mighty God, the everlaſiing Father, 
and the Prince of Peace, Ifa. iv. 6. Did 
he not therefore come into the world 

arrayed in all the glory of an earth- 
y monarch, repreſſing the Roman 


tyranny, reſtoring the kingdom of 
Ilrael, and ruling in Judah, even to 
the 
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the ends of the earth? Ah, no, he 
came for no other ends, and for an 


other purpoſe: His kingdom was not 


of this world; but when he came 
firſt into this world though he was 
Lord of all, he made himſelf of no 


reputation, and took on himfelf the | 


form of a ſervant, and became obe- 
dient, even unto death : He came to 


keep that law that we had broken, | 


and to work out a righteouſneſs for 
them that had none of their own: 
He came to teach us, both by his 
precepts and example, how to live 
holily here, that we might live hap- 
pily hereafter: He made ) himſelf 
poor, that we, through his poverty, 


might be made rich; The foxes had 


Holes, and the birds of the air had neſts, 
but he had not where to lay his head. His 
whole life was one continued act of 
doing good, and he wrought ſuch mi- 
racles as were never wrought before: 
He made the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to ſpeak, the blind to ſee, the lame 
to walk; yea, he raiſed the dead, caſt 
out devils, rebuked the waves. and 


they obeyed him: He revealed the 
mind 
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| mjnd of God to poor ſinners and o- 


hoe foretold the deſtruction of the 


'the treaſures of grace, and 
mercy 3 for though the law was given 
1 yet grace and truth came by Je- 
fu Chryt: He reproved the Scribes 
and Phariſees for their hypocriſy, 


temple his own death, reſurrection, 


and aſcenſion. 


WERE EO EEO CEO 
Meditations on Chrift's Death and Reſar- 


rec tion. 

E have already conſidered our 
Lord's birth and find it was 
wonderful, we have taken a 
new of his life, and findz that with - 
out any hyperbole, it was the moſt 
abſolute pattern and abſtract of ſu- 
preme perfection ; his very enemies 
were forced to acknowledge. that he 
bad done all things well: And who then 
could harm him while he was ſuch 
13 of all that was good? This 
Lamb of Cad Himſelf once put the que- 
ſion to them, Many good works have 1 
dne; for which wo theſe works do you 
me? when they were about 0 * 
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24 Meditations on cb it 5 "Death * 


. Solomon tells us Math 
and anger it outragious; hut who c > 
before envy ? This was, the — 
their putting him to death; fox R 
late, who was judge. knew ws 1 
envy they had deliver ed him; bub 
put a fair gloſs on't,they accuſed him 


of being an enemy to Cæſar and Pilay 
(left he ſhould be thought a friend u 
Cœſar's enemy) condems him. Thug I 


envy in the Jews, and fear in the 
jndge. cauſed the moſt juſt to be cond. 
demned and as, as a male 
tor; but tho his ModUy was thus mg 
an offering for ſin, an ad he made his 
grave with the Wicked, yet the bands 
Ci death could not hole him. for the 
third day he roſe from the dead, 
was declared the Son of God 6 I 
power; for it was impoſſible that he 
ſnould fee corruption. O how glos 
ous was his reſurrection! With what 
an aſt:niithing ſolemnity was it at 
tended! Firſt there was a great eartly 
quake, then the ſtone was roll 
trom the ſepulchre by a gloria 

angel, which was ſo illuſtrious, that- | 

E the keepers were as dead men. 
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